Asemiah Gertrude Maffet (Moffitt)
Born: 3 May 1822
Died: 13 April 1872

Place born: Fawn Township, York, PA.
Father: William Maffet, born about 1780.
Mother: Jane Thompson, born about 1780.
Married: James C. Adams about 1842,
place unknown.
Children: Calvin Simpson Adams, born
1843 in Ohio.
Martha Jane Adams, born 1845 in Ohio.
Allen Dustin Adams: born 1848 in Ohio.
Clara L. Adams: born 1856 in Ohio.
Three other infants, dates unknown.
1850 Census: Center, Columbiana, Ohio,
United States
1860 Census: New Lisbon, Columbiana,
Ohio, United States
1870 Census: Harrison Township, Miami
County, Indiana
See last page of this article for more details.
Maffets of Northern Ireland
The Maffet Clan of Ireland are part of the
Ulster-Scots that relocated from Scotland to the
“Plantation” experiment in Northern Ireland.
There are Moffitt’s in Scotland as well as a town
called Moffit in Scotland. During the 1700’s
three major migrations of Ulster Scots to the
British Colonies took place. Most came through
Maryland and Philedelphia, PA. Many tried to
live on the frontier in Pennsylvania but with
little protection or established nearby towns,
the danger from Indian attacks caused some to
pick up and move to North Carolina. For more
information see:
https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/bitstream/
handle/1805/2028/Chapter%202%20--%20
Historical%20Context.pdf?sequence=4

Captain James Maffet (Sr.)
Married: Margaret
Born in Ireland about 1758 or before, emigrated to the British Colonies before 1777 and took up
residence in Hopewell Township in the county of York, Pennsylvania around 1780 after the war
for Independence. Religion: appears to be Presbyterian.
He was a Captain in the Revolutionary War, twice.
Hopewell Township 6th Battalion, 1777
Commanding Officers: Col. Wm. Ross
5th Company: Capt. James Maffet
Hopewell Township 8th Battalion 1780
Commanding Officers: Lt. Col. John Laird, Major David Wiley
1st Company: Capt. James Maffet
Hopewell, York, PA
1779 tax roll -not listed on it.
1780 tax roll- James is listed on it.
1781 tax roll- James is listed on it.
1782 tax roll- James is listed on it.
1783 tax roll- James is listed on it with
105 acres and a total of 8 people in the
household, it does not say these whether
they are family.
James Maffet, Sr. had 2 sons. William and
James Jr.
William Maffet, born about 1772, died
August 12, 1831. He married Jane
Thompson on January 13, 1801. Jane
Thompson was born about 1780 and
died February 1841. These are Asemiah’s
parents. William and Jane’s children:
William, born 1802
Agnes, born 1804
Margaret, born 1806
James P., born 1809
Jane, born 1812
Eliza, born 1814
Andrew, born 1817
Mary, born 1819
Asemiah, born 1822

Asemiah Maffet/Adams about 1861, this company only operated in York, PA from 1860-1862.
Company is Seeling and Evans.
William Maffet is found on the 1790 Census in Hopewell Township, York County, PA, meaning
he was of age to own property. Next he is found on the 1810 and 1820 census in Fawn Township,
York County, Pennsylvania. He is not found on the 1830 census of the area which may have been
destroyed. Jane Thompson looks to be living with her son James P. Maffet after her husbands
death, on the 1840 census it lists a felmale age 60-70 years old living with him.
Asemiah’s brother James P. Maffet stayed in the area, eventually moving a little east to Lower
Chanceford, York, Pennsylvania, where he bought and restored a grain grist mill that he and his
sons ran until he retired in 1885. More information can be found here: http://maandparailroad.
com/tour_grainelevator.php
James Maffet Jr.
Born: about 1786
Married: Eleanor McGaw on May 7, 1805, she was born about 1786.
Children: Jane, born 1806, Margaret, born 1807, John Smith, born 1810, Samuel, born 1811,
Archibald, born 1813, William, born 1815.
Samuel, Archibald and Jane were all living together in 1850 at Piatt county, Piatt, Illinois. It looks
like they had a brief stay in Ohio.

Additional information:
Obituaries for Asemiah Adams, original on hard to read microfiche provided by Janet O.
Listings from Peru, Indiana and New Lisbon, OhioAccording to an obituary in the Peru
newspaper: “Mrs. James C. Adams, died of apoplexy, after an illness of 30 hours at the residence
of Mr. J. E. Ramsey, one mile south of Peoria, May 9, 1872. Aged 55 years, 3 months and 4 days.”
In another article: “Near McGrawsville, April 13, 1872, of congestion of the brain, Mrs. Asemiah
G. , wife of James C. Adams, aged 45 years, 11 months and 10 days. Thus, after an illness of three
short days, our dear mother was called from this world of sin, and sorrow, to a better world on
high, where sickness, sorrow, pain and death can never come and parting is not known. The
remains were taken to New Lisbon, Ohio for interment.”
The following article is from the New Lisbon Journal newspaper article of the week of 22 April
1872. “Died, 13th inst, Mrs. A. G. Adams, wife of James C. Adams, near Bunker Hill, Ind.
formerly of this place, age 49y, 11m, 10 days.” “The remains of Mrs. A. G. Adams, wife of
James A., formerly of New Lisbon, were brought to this place last Tuesday and laid beside her 3
children in the “Springer Graveyard”. (Note, Springer graveyard may have been absorbed into the
Lisbon Village Cemetery.)
Take your pick.Which ever article might happen to be correct with the age, I think the last
article which is an obituary from the New Lisbon Journal is correct. This is in April 1872, minus
50 years (49y + 11m), makes born in 1822; as the book indicates. Oh, the Ramsey place of death
is probably correct. James’s brother William’s daughter married a Ramsey. They are also buried
in the Peoria cemetery in Miami county., IN
From D. Freeman:
I noticed a few things while working on restoration of Asemiah’s photo.
1. She is wearing a solid black and solid white mixed feather headdress. While looking around
for identification of the blanket weave, I found a Delaware (Lenni-Lanape) Native American
website and the photos on the home page (scrolling photos) had some people wearing black/
white striped turkey feathers as well as solid black and solid white feathers mixed in a hair piece.
It was on the website for the Museum of Indian Culture in Allentown, PA. I also saw part of
the pattern on her blanket. It was on a blanket covering a table with display items. Look for the
tight zig zag type pattern. These photos may or may not be on this website at a later date. Other
than these things, I have not been able to verify any Native American heritage. The Thompson
name is Irish and there appears to be plenty of Irish that married into Native American tribes.
Obviously she was part Scotch/Irish. More information: http://www.museumofindianculture.
org/
2. She is missing part of 3 fingers on the left hand. Halene Adams, she had the York, PA photo,
swears that it is Asemiah. I think it is as the same 3 fingers are absent in both photos. I thought
she had them folded back for some reason, that is why her rings are on the right hand!
Original pages for the Maffet Family of York, Pennsylvania: http://aditispirit.com/PDF/

